In this connection V. M. Molotov suggested for consider-
ation the following proposal of the Soviet delegation:
"1. Germany's political structure must have a democratic
character, and the organs of power must be established on
the basis of di mocratic elections, similar to what was pro-
vided for by t le Constitution of Weimar, the rights and
duties of the P -esklent being limited however to those exer-
cised by the he ad of a constitutional state without independ-
ent executive authority,
"2. As a first step toward forming a Provisional German
. Government, Central  German  Administrative   Departments
dealing with finance, industry, transport,   communications
and foreign trade shall be established in accordance with
the Potsdam decisions."
The Weimar Constitution was adopted in Germany in a
democratic way. It was approved by the German people. If,
in working out the new constitution for Germany, we take
that which was democratic in the Weimar Constitution, we
shall make our work considerably easier and shall avoid
serious mistakes. Then nobody will be in the position to say
that \ve are trying to impose on the German people some-
thing of our own which does not conform with the views of
democratic circles in Germany. Moreover, it would be clear
to the Germans that we do not desire to liquidate Germany
as a state, and that we are reckoning with the opinion of
democratic circles in- Germany.
But we know that there are big defects in the Weiinar
Constitution, which should not be left and which must be
discarded as contradictory to democratic principles. Mr.
Bevin correctly pointed out that the rights of the President
under the Weimar Constitution were exceedingly wide and
could be used to the detriment of a democratic Germany.
In view of this, the Soviet delegation's proposal points
to the necessity of limiting the rights and duties of the
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